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Welcome 
 

Welcome to a new parish magazine. Like much of life at present, this is 
the plan for now, and we're not sure what will happen in the future. 
The last published edition of THIS MONTH was April 2020. Once we went 
into lockdown, the magazine stopped, because of the practical 
difficulties of production, and because most of the regular activities 
which we would report had stopped. 
 

Instead we have kept in touch via a weekly e-mail bulletin (you can 
subscribe at stmarysnantwich.org.uk/newsletter/), and the weekly This 
Week sheet once the church had reopened for worship in July. 
 

Thank you to all who subscribed to the magazine at the beginning of 
2020, and to all the advertisers who then paid up for the year ahead. 
Almost no-one has come asking for their money back, or complained 
about the lack of production. 
 

To go some way to repaying your loss, this publication will be issued 
free of charge, and we will include all the advertisers without charge,  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



at least until we are in a position to think about how we restart the 
parish magazine more fully. 
 

I do apologise to any magazine subscribers who may not have heard 
from us since last April – those who are not members of our Electoral 
Roll, and not subscribed to our e-mail. 
 

Thanks to Miriam's return to the office (or working from home at 
present) just before Christmas, we now have the resource to produce a 
limited magazine, with the main purpose of providing a printed copy of 
what most people will have received electronically. There will be a few 
extra features here, and an electronic copy will be available on the 
website and sent by e-mail. 
 

It's very easy to focus on what we have lost as a result of the pandemic. 
For some that loss will be a loved one, just as there are many from our 
community who have lost loved ones by other causes. There is no easy 
way through that sense of loss, but many have the ability to continue to 
embrace the life they have, with a sense of thankfulness for what 
remains and for the love they have known. 
 

On numerous occasions I have been impressed by the deep sense of 
gratitude some people have had in their twilight days or even hours. It 
doesn't correlate with having had a successful, wealthy, privileged 
lifestyle, or with lower than average pain or disappointment. 
 

I think that thankfulness is itself a gift – not something we can get to by 
pulling ourselves together, but something we just have, or have in 
certain moments, and can always pray for. 
 

In these relatively bleak times, can we receive each day as a gift? Can 
we be grateful for what we do have? A sense of thankfulness is essential 
to the beginning of faith. Many who do not practice any faith can still 
feel that our life, our existence, is something to be thankful for, 
because we didn't make ourselves. And that can lead to the question: 
who do I thank? 

Mark Hart (Rector) 
 
The Snowdrops are Out 
 

I love the month of February. The days are getting longer and the 
snowdrops are out. They are a true sign of spring. The small beautiful 
white heads and the delicate green leaves always inspire me with hope 
and wonder. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Our seasons spread over 12 months but the Church celebrates the life of 
Christ in around 4 months, from his birth to his death and New Life 
between Christmas and Easter. By the middle of February we are 
already preparing for Easter when we celebrate Lent. 
 

Just as the natural seasons teach us about the cycle of nature so the 
Church's seasons have lessons for us: 
 

Christmas for celebrations reminding us that God is with us and is 
welcome. It's a season of parties and gifts, of joy and wonder. 
 

Twelve days later we reach Epiphany. We are then celebrating the 
growth of the Christ child into Adulthood. 
 

In the following weeks we have Gospel readings about his Baptism and 
Ministry. 
 

In many Mediterranean countries there are great festivities in February 
preceding Lent, for on Ash Wednesday and the following six weeks we 
move into preparation, fasting and serious contemplation. We prepare 
ourselves as we look towards Holy Week and Easter. 
 

After Easter we learn more about Jesus' teaching and the growth of the 
Church until we start a new year with prayer and preparation in Advent. 
 

It is good to celebrate the seasons of the Church's year. This gives us 
Hope and Joy at the wonder of our world and of our lives. Just as we 
give thanks for the snowdrops of February so we give thanks to God for 
giving each of us so very many gifts through his Love. 

Dot Roxby (Reader Emeritus) 
 

Church News 
 

A Lent Poetry Course 
 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 17th February. This year's Lent Course 
will offer the chance to read and reflect on some poetry together, using 
a five-session booklet of poems which Mark put together in his previous 
parishes. 
 

The groups will be held (on Zoom) on five consecutive weeks: 
Tuesdays at 2pm starting 23rd February 
Wednesdays at 7.30pm starting 24th February 

 

Please contact Mark (620668 or markhart61@gmail.com) if you would 
like to join one of the groups. 



The five weeks of poems are headed with the following phrases from 
the Psalms: 

Week 1: 'I myself will awake right early' 
Week 2: 'In the house of my pilgrimage' 
Week 3: 'The earth is the Lord's, and all that therein is' 
Week 4: 'Out of the deep I have called unto thee' 
Week 5: 'Be still and know that I am God' 

 

The booklet (which will be supplied to all who subscribe to the course) 
ends with a section of Easter poems. 
 

Simple walk, great ending 
 

At the end of last year, Youth and Children's 
Worker Susie Boxhall and boyfriend Alex were 
walking in a favourite spot up Bickerton Hill. 
Alex stopped, sat down, "fumbled in his 
pocket, pulled out a family ring and said 'Will 
you marry me?'". Readers, she said YES. Susie 
and Alex, who is undertaking a degree 
apprenticeship at Bentley, have been together 
for over four years. They hope to be married 
at St. Mary's later this year. 

 

The Parish Office is currently closed. If you need to contact the office 
please either phone 625268 or e-mail office@stmarysnantwich.org.uk 
Requests are monitored daily. 
 

Note the various contact details on page 11. Do get in touch if we can 
help in any way. 
 

Giving to St. Mary's - The collection boxes are at the back of the 
church. The simplest method for regular giving, for both donor and 
recipient, is by standing order. "Giving to St. Mary's" forms in the south 
porch give guidance on this. We also have a contactless device near the 
west door, and an online donation page on the St. Mary's website. 
Thank you to all who support St. Mary's financially. 
 

Online Services & Groups 
 

The Church is now closed to public worship, apart from occasional 
offices. The Sunday 9.30am service will be pre-recorded, and 
available on Facebook and YouTube. The Sunday 10.45am Holy 
Communion will be live-streamed on Facebook and YouTube. 

 



There are other groups and services online through the week which you 
are welcome to join: 
 

Monday  9.00am   Thought for the Week 
Contact  Sue Caunt  (suecaunt38@gmail.com or 01270 628645) 
 

Wednesday  8.30am   Morning Prayer (on Zoom) 
Contact  Paul Wheeler (revdpaulwheeler@gmail.com) 
 

Wednesday  11.00am   Zoom Coffee Morning (on Zoom) 
Contact  David Taylor (canondavid12@btinternet.com) 
 

Wednesday  4.00pm   Family Catch Up (on Zoom) 
Contact  Susie Boxhall (susie@stmarysnantwich.org.uk) 
 

Thursday  10.30am   Little Fish online 
 

Thursday  7.30pm   Compline (on St Mary's Facebook page) 
 

Friday  7.30pm   FNL online 
 

We will keep these arrangements under review and make adjustments 
as necessary. 
 
Readings for February 
 

7th February       Colossians 1: 15-20 
(The 2nd Sunday before Lent)  John 1: 1-14 
 

14th February       2 Corinthians 4: 3-6 
(The Sunday next before Lent)  Mark 9: 2-9 
 

17th February       Joel 2: 1-2, 12-17 
(Ash Wednesday)      Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-21 
 

21st February       1 Peter 3: 18-end 
(The 1st Sunday of Lent)    Mark 1: 9-15 
 

28th February       Romans 4: 13-end 
(The 2nd Sunday of Lent)   Mark 8: 31-end 
 

Other Local News 
 

CAP Job Club: Online Courses: 
Steps towards Employment, starting 10am from Tuesday 19th 
January; CAP Money, starting 7.30pm from Tuesday 12th January. 
To book contact Katrina on: saintmarys.capnantwich@gmail.com or 
07398 434397 or contact the Parish Office on 625268. 



If you have any unwanted laptops or tablets for donation, then 
please ring the Rotary Club of Nantwich on 07973 635794 or e-mail 
tony.hoy@btinternet.com and collection will be arranged. The Laptop 
Shop, has kindly agreed to renovate, upgrade and securely wipe them 
(if necessary) for school use. They will then be donated to local schools 
for children who have no or limited ability to access home internet 
learning. If the computer is not suitable then it will be recycled 
responsibly. 
 

From the Registers: March - December 2020 
 

Holy Baptism 
We welcome you into the Lord's family 

 

March: 
1st Lucy Machin 
1st Joshua Tew 
1st Oliver Tew 
15th Ryan Edwards 
15th Sophia Patton 
15th Aurelia Tyrrell 

 

August: 
2nd Robyn Forbes 
16th Freyja Woolfenden 
16th Hunter-James Wharton 

September:  
8th Connor Farrington 
13th Henry Kenny 
27th Jaxson Young 

 

November: 
1st Liam Timmins 
1st Walter Latchford 

 

December: 
13th Remy Shore 

 

 
Holy Matrimony 

Bless these thy servants 
 

July: 
4th Samuel Bosson & Emily Hardy 
23rd Tommy Birks & Jennifer Brookes 

 

September: 
19th Thomas Walker & Rosie Edge 
20th Stephen Sherriff & Rachel Hurry 

 

November: 
4th Scott Gidman & Lisa Chivers 

 



Funerals 
May they rest in peace and joy 

 

March: 
2nd Margaret Goodrich (87) 
3rd Betty Flood (97) 
3rd Roy Hilton (86) 
6th Christine Gresty (71) 
9th Kathleen Morris (96) 
12th Edna Bermingham (101) 
17th Joan Bickerton (91) 
18th Derek Taylor (90) 
20th Joseph Berry (21) 
24th Margaret Allcock (65) 
30th George Cookson (91) 

 

April: 
6th Dianne Arnell (71) 
7th Herbert Boffey (95) 
7th Gerald Robinson (90) 
8th Hannelore Reeves (87) 
22nd Chad Helmsley (91) 
24th Brian Chatwin (82) 
28th Susan Arnold (76) 

 

May: 
6th Jack Hodgkinson (90) 
12th Eileen Hughes (84) 
14th Betty Thomas (87) 
18th Joan Clayton (91) 
18th Sylvia Green (100) 
20th Jack Boffey (90) 
26th Richard Appleton (85) 

 

June: 
10th Patricia Lockett (77) 
18th Joan Brown (98) 

 

July: 
1st Peter Packwood-Brown (84) 
8th Michael Walker  
9th Francis (Frazer) don 

Carolis (71) 

24th Peter Davies (57) 
28th Annie Steele (92) 
29th Arthur Merrill (86) 
31st Cyril Venables (90) 

 

August: 
5th Vera Potts (93) 
18th John Prince (84) 
20th Denis Jeffries (92) 
21st Doreen Blunstone (95) 

 

September: 
23rd Freda Sandlands (88) 

 

October: 
9th Peter Barry (92) 
23rd Susan Edisbury (58) 
29th Enid Miller (100) 
30th Ursula Sherratt (79) 

 

November: 
5th Stephen Spencer (87) 
6th Roger Humphreys (75) 
9th Irene Burrows (95) 
9th Joan Massey (95) 
10th Pamela Oliver (68) 
12th Diane Davies (75) 
16th Reginald Robinson (92) 
18th Simon Bostock (48) 
23rd George Osborne (87) 

 

December: 
9th Margaret Porthouse (93) 
14th Anne (Mossy) Boffey (75) 
16th Kathleen Pennell (86) 
17th Isobel Ollier (81) 
18th Donald Vernon (88) 
23rd Margaret Taylor (95) 
29th Pamela Mottershead (83) 
31st Timothy Parry (58) 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Contacts 
 

Rector:    Rev. Dr. Mark Hart 
markhart61@gmail.com     620668 
The Rectory, Nantwich CW5 5RQ 

Curate:    Rev. Paul Wheeler 
revdpaulwheeler@gmail.com   07711 889188 

Curate:    Rev. Vanessa Layfield 
vanessadlayfield@gmail.com   07984 318885 

Honorary Clergy: Rev. David Marsh    610079 
Rev. Gordon G Roxby  619898 
Rev. Brian Statham   07724 133215 
Rev. Canon David Taylor 618936 

Readers Emeriti: Sue Caunt      628645 
Herbert Rowsell    625641 
Dorothy Roxby     619898 

Readers:    Paul Ramsey     623093 
Alan Thompson    07745 448489 

Youth and Children's Worker: 
Susie Boxhall     07795 696234 
susie@stmarysnantwich.org.uk 

Churchwardens: Chris Harris      628393 
Pat Stalker      625381 

Verger:    Keith Harris      07790 796937 
Pastoral Worker: Mary Harris 

maryhma@icloud.com  628393 or 07753 840118 
 

Baptism Coordinator:     Jo McCauley   620745 
Christian Stewardship Recorder:  Margaret Winzer  623768 
Director of Music & SING!    Alison Phillips   07891 620678 
Gift Aid Secretary:      Keith Johnson   568551 
Parish Hall Manager:      Nigel Winzer   623768 

(Bookings via mah4now@yahoo.com) 
Parish Safeguarding Officer   Belinda Coghlan  568945 
PCC Secretary:       John Rivers 
PCC Treasurer:       Steve Lockett   628203 
 

Parish Office:  Gail Johnson & Miriam Harvey 
Church Walk, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5RG 
office@stmarysnantwich.org.uk  625268 
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