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From the Rector- "Body Language" 
 

'Genuine poetry can communicate before it is 
understood', wrote T S Eliot. And much poetry can't 
ever be fully understood in the way we may grasp 
facts or logical arguments. If you replace a poem 
with a prose analysis of it, you lose most of the 
communication. 

 

That's why the best language for our faith is poetry. It's not that 
everything we say must be a poem, but the way we use language should 
show that God may be known but not understood. 
 

A person completely new to the Christian faith who attends a service of 
worship may understand few of the words, but there may still be 
genuine communication of a sense of the divine. And those of us very 
familiar with the words should not imagine we have a fully worked 
picture of God and his ways with the world. Rowan Williams often says 
that the creeds are the least stupid way of speaking about God. The 
words of our liturgy don't capture or define God, but they work on us. 

 
 

The newly repaired creation window with a new 
zebra in the damaged panel (bottom left). 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Holy Communion is of course the ultimate example of that which 
communicates but is not understood. It is continuous with the way 
poetry and music engage us physically, not just intellectually. 
 

As I write, I realise that these thoughts just make me yearn for our 
collective worship, with its rhythms of word and music, procession and 
posture, shared table and song. 
 

Meanwhile we wait through Lent, and for however long necessary. 
When it comes, it will be a kind of resurrection of the body. 

Mark Hart (Rector) 
 

Looking towards Easter … 
 

Just about this time a year ago the pandemic 
shutters were coming down. On Mothering Sunday 
our sons left some flowers, a card and a pack of 
toilet rolls on our doorstep and phoned Anne to send 
their love. A week later as Passiontide began we 
were locked down. We hoped it would all be over by 

Easter and then Christmas but as we now know things were going to get 
a lot worse before they got better. It feels to me as if we have been 
locked into a year-long Lent in which we have had to give up much that 
is dear to us – family, friends, hugs, social life, worship and fellowship 
to name but a few. At the very least we have had to learn to 
experience these things differently. 
 

Now thanks to the dedication of our scientists and health and care 
services it seems that Lent will finally give way to Easter as life and 
hope are restored. I cannot wait to return to that fuller life (though I 
may have to be patient a little longer). 
 

So much of this is reflected in the faith story which we tell at this time of 
year. The sadness, loneliness and seeming hopelessness of Holy Week give 

way to the joy, restored relationships and new life of Easter. In the 

coming weeks we'll recall their story even as we continue to live out ours. 
 

Of course those who lived that Gospel story did not know how it would 
end. Nor do we know what our post-Covid future will be. My prayer is 
that we will not simply set aside the difficult past in our haste to 
"return to normal" just as we must not avoid the Cross in our haste to 
arrive at Easter. On the contrary it is the shared experience of the one 
that should lead us, both as a nation and as a Church, to a new life 
which is fuller, brighter and more hopeful for all. 

David Taylor 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Church News 
 

From the PCC 
 

The Rector and PCC plan to re-open church for public worship and to 
visitors when we enter the government's Stage 2. This date is currently 
12th April, but may change, depending on the Covid data. We continue 
to be open online and available by phone. Please note the various 
contact details on page 15. Do get in touch if we can help in any way. 
 

Parish Office 
 

The Parish Office is currently closed. If you need to contact the office 
please either phone 625268 or e-mail office@stmarysnantwich.org.uk 
Requests are monitored daily. 
 

Electoral Roll 
 

Any individual may apply to have their name entered on the electoral 
roll at any time, however to be in time to enable a vote to be exercised 
at this year's Annual Parochial Church Meeting (21st April) applications 
need to be received before Sunday, 28th March. This will enable the 
roll to be revised and available for at least a couple of weeks prior to 
the meeting. If you are not already on the roll and would like to be 
please e-mail John Rivers, Electoral Roll Officer 
(rivers505@hotmail.co.uk) or the Parish Office for an application form. 
 

Julian Meetings 
 

Julian Meetings are now meeting monthly as an 
e-mail group with a starter reflection e-mailed to all 
group members who then use it as an intro to silent 
prayer at a set time, altogether. If you would like 
to join the group or to know more about it please 
contact Sue Hutt (hutt.sue@tiscali.co.uk). The next 
meeting will be on Thursday, 18th March at 2pm. 
 

Giving to St. Mary's 
 

The simplest method for regular giving, for both donor and recipient, is 
by standing order. Alternatively, you may use a box of weekly 
envelopes (which may be posted to the Rectory or Parish Office while 
the church is closed). Please contact the Parish Office if you would like 
a form for either. We also have an online donation page on the St. 
Mary's website. Thank you to all who support St. Mary's financially. 

 



Youth and Children's Steering Group 
 

We thought that a Zoom meeting to review the Youth and Children 2020 
objectives which were set pre-pandemic might turn out to be a bit 
"sad". But we found we had initiated some ideas, talked about ways of 
delivering others and been enormously innovative and creative in 
delivering Christmas services (All-age Nativity, Crib Service and Tots' 
Nativity). Although services were very different; there are positives to 
take away such as reaching people located anywhere, at times of their 
own choosing. 
 

More importantly in reflecting on our young people's state of mind and 
reactions during the first Lockdown compared with this 2021 one, we 
were able to set out clearly what our priorities should be for the first 
six months of this year. We are taking a step-by-step approach to 2021 
objectives because of the uncertainty of what will be permitted, when. 
 

Our main focus will be on wellbeing of the young people. And of course, 
ensuring that Susie (Youth and Children's Worker) is supported. We also 
decided it's important to remind families that St. Mary's is here because 
many may 
welcome the 
contact as 
they did last 
summer. We 
also recognise 
that it is 
important to 
engage with 
different age 
groups in 
different ways 
– which must 
be creative, 
but socially 
distanced, at 
present. 
 

We are meeting monthly via Zoom and agreeing short term actions. If 
you know of families who would like to have contact, or if you would 
like to know more, please contact Susie on 07795 696234 or e-mail 
susie@stmarysnantwich.org.uk 
 

 
 

Lent packs to send to all the children & youth of St. Mary's 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 

A long-awaited improvement - the Stonemasons' 
Yard has recently been resurfaced ... to the relief 

of those who need to use it! 
 



Mission Support Group 
 

South Cheshire CLASP aims to reach out 
and support those in the local area who 
are affected by the difficulties associated 
with parenting alone, whatever their 
circumstances. The delivery of its service is based on a Christian ethos. 
It is one of six charities St. Mary's supports financially from monies 
allocated to our Mission Support budget. CLASP's recent report 
highlights its achievements during the last 18 months. 
 

Parenting classes, counselling, group work and craft activities for 
adults, young people and children have raised self-esteem and built 
confidence. A number of voluntary roles have been filled which have 
provided placement opportunities for those wanting to learn additional 
skills, access other courses, and/or gain employment. 
 

Working with schools, primary school children and parents, a Primary 
Plus programme was delivered to groups, as well as on a one-to-one 
basis. This programme involved individual children and parents setting 
their own goals to be achieved which increased their confidence and 
resilience. Many needed support with budgeting, parenting techniques, 
housing and signposting to other specialised services. Other areas of 
work included coffee and chat sessions, Easter and summer activities 
and much more. 
 

Now, having worked through a Building Capabilities exercise CLASP was 
able to finalise its 5-year Strategic Plan, and with its partners, Cheshire 
and Wirral Partnership, CAMHS, Visyon, Just Drop-In and Kooth (a free 
on-line counselling service for 11 to 24-year-olds), CLASP has been 
successful in acquiring the Cheshire East Council contract for 
Emotionally Healthy Children and Young People. This has produced an 
excellent partnership approach to offering support to children and 
young people across Cheshire East. 
 

Julia Wood from CLASP has written to say she is grateful for the 
financial support received from St. Mary's, which has enabled recent 
targets for CLASP to be met. 
 

Please do continue to pray for Julia, the work of CLASP,and for all 
single parents and their children at this difficult time. 
 

Thank you, 
St. Mary's Mission Support Group. 

 



Church Family News 
 

A Right Royal Roll-out for the Vaccine 
 

One NHS worker to whom HRH The Duke of 
Cambridge spoke about the Covid vaccination 
programme is GP (and St. Mary's Worship band 
leader) Dr. Jonathan Griffiths. The Duke wanted 
to know about the challenges and how teams had 
mobilised so quickly to deliver the first vaccines. 
He asked about vaccine supply and specifically 
about business continuity issues with the rain, 
snow and flooding. He appeared genuinely 
interested in potential difficulties faced. He 
enquired about the sustainability of the programme. Was everybody 
going to be able to keep going? 
 

Jon explained how Winsford (where he practices) has come together as 
a town delivering the vaccines to patients as quickly as possible to give 
local people the best protection possible from the pandemic. Also, how 
it is bringing GP practices together, working collaboratively. 
 

The Duke expressed his thanks for all that is being done in Primary Care 
to deliver the "herculean task" (his words) that is the Covid vaccination 
programme. He wanted Jon to pass on his thanks to the participating 
teams and to congratulate all involved for the success so far. 
 

Jon also mentioned that in Cheshire we are fortunate that there is a 
large bank of clinicians volunteering to help with vaccinations. One of 
whom is Occupational Therapist Andrea Howell-Jones, now vaccinating 
at Leighton Hospital, twice per week (more about that next month). 
 

Concluding with some of Jon's words - "while we are still in the midst of 
very difficult times with unprecedented demands and pressures on our 
health and care services, there is still opportunity for hope, for 
thanks, for acknowledgement and for congratulations." 
 

Golden Wedding Anniversary 
 

Congratulations to Peter and Jill Crawford 
on the occasion of their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary on Saturday 20th February. 
 

 

 



The Spider at the Centre of the Web 
 

St. Mary's Pastoral worker, Mary Harris, says 
she is a small part of an amazing volunteer 
network going on all over the place - she is 
the spider at the centre of the web. This web 
extends way beyond St. Mary's; integrating 
with Nantwich Buddies – a group of volunteers 
which came together to help local people 
during the first Lockdown, and Cheshire East's 

People Helping People team. Mary says, "this is a fantastic network set 
up by the town and Cheshire East working closely together". 
 

Mary's feelers are always out and alert to people who might need 
support. She can then call on her network to find the right help. This 
comprises home-based support by phoning, such as listening to 
someone's stories, praying with them, giving advice and assistance such 
as how to broach difficult conversations. There is also practical help 
that Mary and her volunteer network can give such as shopping, 
collecting prescriptions, driving to hospital appointments, and even 
sewing and gardening. 
 

Mary recognises and can relate to people dealing with big things 
resulting directly and indirectly from the pandemic. "Not many have 
been untouched" she says – including herself with a family 
bereavement, death of a friend and a life-changing illness. 
 

Mary's role also includes responsibility for the Listening Service which 
has been very active supporting individuals during the pandemic. 
Referrals are now coming from Cheshire East's local community 
development officers who assess what sort of help is needed. There are 
five other members of the Listening Team, all of whom have adapted to 
listening over the phone rather than face to face. It ranges from 
friendly calls to complex listening. 
 

Mary says she feels so encouraged by all the quiet, loving care which is 
going on – "it takes the edge off watching the News!" She prays each day 
asking, "Who do I need to be in touch with?" She feels she is often guided 
to those in need. But equally would love to hear direct from people. 
 

If you think you would benefit from any of the support mentioned above 
or know someone who would, please do contact Mary on 07753 840118 
or maryhma@icloud.com. If you feel like volunteering please see 
https://www.nantwichbuddies.org for further details. 

 



Online Services & Groups 
 

The Church is now closed to public worship, apart from occasional 

offices. The Sunday 9.30am service will be pre-recorded, and 

available on Facebook and YouTube. The Sunday 10.45am Holy 
Communion will be live-streamed on Facebook and YouTube. 
 

There are other groups and services online through the week which you 
are welcome to join: 
 

Monday  9.00am   Thought for the Week 
Contact  Sue Caunt  (suecaunt38@gmail.com or 628645) 
 

Tuesday  2.00pm   Lent Group (on Zoom) 
Contact  Mark Hart  (markhart61@gmail.com) 
 

Wednesday  8.30am   Morning Prayer (on Zoom) 
Contact  Paul Wheeler (revdpaulwheeler@gmail.com) 
 

Wednesday  11.00am   Zoom Coffee Morning (on Zoom) 
Contact  David Taylor (canondavid12@btinternet.com) 
 

Wednesday  4.00pm   Family Catch Up (on Zoom) 
Contact  Susie Boxhall (susie@stmarysnantwich.org.uk) 
 

Wednesday  7.30pm   Lent Group (on Zoom) 
Contact  Mark Hart  (markhart61@gmail.com) 
 

Thursday  10.30am   Little Fish online 
 

Thursday  7.30pm   Compline (on St. Mary's Facebook page) 
 

Friday  7.30pm   FNL online 
 

We will keep these arrangements under review and make adjustments 
as necessary. 
 

Christian Issues Home Group 
 

The Christian Issues Home Group is now meeting twice a month on 
Mondays at 7.30pm on Zoom. (We usually meet on the 2nd and 4th 
Monday of the month). Normally limited to 18 members, on Zoom we 
can now invite a few extra people into our discussions. Meetings start 
with a short introduction to a topic by a group member. Discussion then 
follows. Worship ends the meeting. Each term topics are suggested by 
group members and a programme is drawn up. Details from Rev. Gordon 
Roxby (619898). 
 



Readings for March 
 

7th March        1 Corinthians 1: 18-25 
(The 3rd Sunday of Lent)    John 2: 13-22 
 

14th March        2 Corinthians 1: 3-7 
(Mothering Sunday      John 19: 25b-27 
The 4th Sunday of Lent) 
 

21st March        Hebrews 5: 5-10 
(The 5th Sunday of Lent    John 12: 20-33 
Passiontide begins) 
 

28th March        Philippians 2: 5-11 
(Palm Sunday)       Mark 11: 1-11 
 
 

From the Registers: January 2021 
 

Funerals 
May they rest in peace and joy 

 

4th Robert (Bob) Flood (100) 
15th Hazel Williams (88) 
15th Audrey Prince (89) 
18th Bryan Dodd (88) 
19th Phyllis Williams (101) 
21st Doreen (Doris) Cliffe (97) 

22nd Anthony Lightfoot (81) 
22nd Robert Wright (74) 
25th Joan Lockett (94) 
27th Keith Taylor (80)  
28th Anthony (Tony) Beeston (76) 
29th John Hodgkinson (90) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 

The broken zebra before and after repair 



Since it's Lent, here's a reminder of the Ten Commandments. 
How many can you read? 
 

 
 

Looking Ahead 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Contacts 
 

Rector:    Rev. Dr. Mark Hart 
markhart61@gmail.com     620668 
The Rectory, Nantwich CW5 5RQ 

Curate:    Rev. Paul Wheeler 
revdpaulwheeler@gmail.com   07711 889188 

Curate:    Rev. Vanessa Layfield 
vanessadlayfield@gmail.com   07984 318885 

Honorary Clergy: Rev. David Marsh    610079 
Rev. Gordon G Roxby  619898 
Rev. Brian Statham   07724 133215 
Rev. Canon David Taylor 618936 

Readers Emeriti: Sue Caunt      628645 
Herbert Rowsell    625641 
Dorothy Roxby     619898 

Readers:    Paul Ramsey     623093 
Alan Thompson    07745 448489 

Youth and Children's Worker: 
Susie Boxhall     07795 696234 
susie@stmarysnantwich.org.uk 

Churchwardens: Chris Harris      628393 
Pat Stalker      625381 

Verger:    Keith Harris      07790 796937 
Pastoral Worker: Mary Harris 

maryhma@icloud.com  628393 or 07753 840118 
 

Baptism Coordinator:     Jo McCauley   620745 
Christian Stewardship Recorder:  Margaret Winzer  623768 
Director of Music & SING!    Alison Phillips   07891 620678 
Gift Aid Secretary:      Keith Johnson   568551 
Parish Hall Manager:      Nigel Winzer   623768 

(Bookings via mah4now@yahoo.com) 
Parish Safeguarding Officer   Belinda Coghlan  568945 
PCC Secretary:       John Rivers 

pccsecretary@stmarysnantwich.org.uk 
PCC Treasurer:       Steve Lockett   628203 
 

Parish Office:  Gail Johnson & Miriam Harvey 
Church Walk, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5RG 
office@stmarysnantwich.org.uk  625268 
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