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From the Rector 
 

We look forward to opening St. Mary's in April 
for public services of worship and for visitors to 
attend through the week. The PCC agreed that 
this should coincide with the government's "Step 
2", provisionally set for 12th April. The signs are 
looking good, due to the success of the 
lockdown and the vaccination programme. 
 

We will post details online and outside church, 
prior to re-opening. If you don't have online 

access, feel free to phone me or the Parish Office to check whether we 
are open. The Parish Office phone is still answered, though the office is 
closed. 
 

While this means the church will be closed at Easter, except for live-
streamed worship, we do plan to hold a Dawn Service at 6am on Easter 
Day, 4th April, in the well at the west end, which you may attend. This 
will begin with the Easter Bonfire and the lighting of the Easter Candle, 
followed by Holy Communion - all outside. We don't expect large 

numbers at that time of day, but if you wish to attend, please 
inform me or the Parish Office. 
 

Elsewhere in this magazine you will see a notice about the Annual 
Meeting, to be held in church and on Zoom on Wednesday, 21st April, 
7.30pm. If you are not online and wish to access the papers or 
nomination forms, please contact me or the Parish Office. 
 

I got me flowers to straw thy way: 
I got me boughs off many a tree: 
But thou wast up by break of day, 

And brought'st thy sweets along with thee. 
(from "Easter", George Herbert) 

 

May Christ go before you and bless you as we move into Holy Week and 
Easter. 

Mark Hart (Rector) 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 
 
 

Would you like to advertise in this space? 
If so, please contact the Parish Office 

 
St. Mary's Parish Office 625268 

office@stmarysnantwich.org.uk 



 

A priceless resource in these or any times 
 

What is your most valued possession as a Christian? 
High on my list has to be the Bible. Many Christians 
all over the world have died for it. It is literally our 
Daily Bread. Words of all kinds shout out to us from 
the Media, and we take notice of some of them. 
What of the Word of God ? It outlasts everything 
(Matthew 24: 35) and contains many amazing 
promises which are particularly relevant to our 
challenging situation today (John 8: 12 and Psalm 

119: 105). You may know others, and trust them. 
 

But, how to read the Bible, and when? It needs to 
be daily, like eating, otherwise we starve, spiritually. It is not actually 
helpful to read the Bible cover to cover, because it is not necessarily 
arranged as a Book, in logical or chronological order. Far better to read 
it alongside one of the very many Daily Reading Notes available, or 
purchase a Lectionary (daily readings for every day of the year) and to 
use some of those ... much better than casually opening the Bible at 
any page. The Internet has a Daily Prayer App. (www.churchofengland. 

org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer) which is easy to use 
for personal worship. It includes Bible readings. 
 

We have a priceless resource for our lives here. Not just quotations to 
be plucked out of context and bandied about, but Living Words, 
especially those of Jesus in the Gospels. Read them, think about what 
they might say to our human condition in confusing and challenging 
times. Commit some of those Words to memory, as Jesus clearly did 
with the Jewish Scriptures (our Old Testament) so as to make them part 
of ourselves, not simply something we hear read in church, and maybe 
get quickly forgotten. 
 

But all of this comes with a word of warning, for Scripture is Dynamite 
(from the Greek word for Power). Power to change dramatically the 
way we live and show us things we might rather not see. But Power to 
renew, to heal, to encourage. Right here, right now, so let us use it 
every day. 

Rev. David Marsh, Hon. Assistant Priest 

 

 



Church News 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We continue to be open online and available by phone - see Contacts 
page. Do get in touch if we can help in any way. 
 

Parish Office 
 

The Parish Office is currently closed. If you need to contact the office 
please either phone 625268 or e-mail office@stmarysnantwich.org.uk 
Requests are monitored daily. 
 

Julian Meetings 
 

Julian Meetings are now meeting monthly as an 
e-mail group with a starter reflection e-mailed to all 
group members who then use it as an intro to silent 
prayer at a set time, altogether. If you would like 
to join the group or to know more about it please 
contact Sue Hutt (hutt.sue@tiscali.co.uk). The next 
meeting will be on Thursday, 18th March at 2pm. 
 

Giving to St. Mary's 
 

The simplest method for regular giving, for both donor and recipient, is 
by standing order. Alternatively, you may use a box of weekly 
envelopes (which may be posted to the Rectory or Parish Office while 
the church is closed). Please contact the Parish Office if you would like 
a form for either. We also have an online donation page on the St. 
Mary's website. Thank you to all who support St. Mary's financially. 
 

 

 

From the PCC 
 

The Annual Meeting of Parishioners for the election of two 

Churchwardens and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

for the election of four PCC representatives, the appointment 
of the independent examiner, and the receiving of various 
reports, will be held on Wednesday, 21st April 7.30pm, in 
church and also on Zoom. Anyone wishing to nominate or be 
nominated for the positions of Churchwarden or PCC member 
should contact the Parish Office or the Rector. We will make it 
possible for nomination forms to be completed. Please consider 
prayerfully whether you may be able to take up one of these 
positions, or may encourage someone else to do so. 
 



Mission Support Group - Cheshire Agricultural Chaplaincy 
 

It has been an amazing time since we took on the shared role of Assistant 
Agricultural Chaplains and we should like to thank you very much for so 
kindly sponsoring our work. Due to your generous financial giving, we have 
been able to continue to offer support and care to those in the farming 
community despite the challenges of Covid 19. 
 

Prior to lockdown the six farmers' lunches we were hosting monthly were 
going from strength to strength with new friendships forming but then 
Covid came. If people couldn't come to us, we decided to take lunch to 
them! Thankfully we were able to find local businesses to supply lunches 
for those shielding and those who were just lonely or struggling in other 
ways. Helen and other members of the team have been delivering the hot 
meals and often spent several hours talking on the door step. This was 
very well received and we had discussions that would have been 
impossible in a large group setting. 
 

At Christmas the team delivered over 60 shoe boxes of care to farmers 
and their families. We had such fun putting them together, decorating the 
boxes and filling them with Christmas treats. We also included in some 
boxes the Bible Society Christmas story. This was a wonderful opportunity 
to meet more of our farming families some of whom hadn't seen anybody 
off farm for months. 
 

We have continued to support farming families facing bereavement, 
illness and financial difficulties as well as personal and family difficulties 
often via Zoom or on the phone. We have been involved in some 
challenging cases involving TB lockdowns, banking and tenancy issues. 
Many farmers are seriously considering their future in farming as prices 
remain squeezed and uncertainty increases. Having someone to bounce 
ideas with can be enormously beneficial. 
 

Pre Covid we had been supporting the well-being team at Reaseheath 
Agricultural College establishing links with the students and lecturers. We 
hope this will resume when life gets back to some sort of normality! 
 

Prior to lockdown, Helen and I were supporting a farming widower and his 
three young girls. This work continues with me (Monica) supporting the 
girls with their after school learning but in reality, at first, it was them 
teaching me how to master the online lessons and is certainly a world 
away from our schooling! 
 

Thank you all so much for your ongoing support. We look forward to 
sharing more in person with you when we can worship together again. 
 

Helen Rutter and Monica Haworth, Assistant Agricultural Chaplains 



Church Family News 
 

From Pancake-maker to Vaccinator 
 

Last year Andrea Howell-Jones was flipping 
hundreds of pancakes for St. Mary's Pancake 
Party, this year she's busy with a much more 
delicate procedure – vaccinating. 
 

A few months ago, occupational therapist (OT) 
Andrea received communication from Leighton 
Hospital inviting her to consider training to 
vaccinate, to assist delivery of the Covid-19 

vaccines. OTs and physiotherapists were being asked to assist rolling 
out the Vaccination Programme. 
 

As a frontline NHS worker, Andrea's OT job has been different since the 
start of the pandemic, with the need for PPE and supporting her clients 
in changed ways. Even though vaccinating would be very different from 
her usual job, especially as OTs don't normally carry out anything that 
breaks skin, Andrea volunteered. She felt motivated to participate and 
offered to be involved on the two days she previously didn't work. 
 

First of all, there was mandatory and special training and then once at 
Leighton, Andrea has felt very supported by the staff there. Using the 
Pfizer vaccine requires a very specialised and sensitive reconstitution 
process. Andrea describes the careful mixing by inverting the vial slowly 
ten times that is necessary. 
 

She says there is a lovely atmosphere, even when they are very busy. 
Leighton can have up to ten vaccination lanes in operation at once. 
Andrea anticipates it will be even busier in April as the second 
vaccinations roll out at the same time as the continuation of first 
vaccinations. But she likes it busier than not. 
 

"I like a high activity level" she says. As well as the extra vaccinating 
work, Andrea is still active with the youth and children's work, St. 
Mary's garden, her allotment and her family. If you want something 
doing, ask a busy person. Andrea is one of those busy people, who has 
found time to reach out and use and adapt her skills to help the 
Vaccination Programme. 
 

 



RIP Audrey Foster 
(1923 – 24th January 2021) 
 

How many friendships do you leave behind? 
I know Audrey left 89 years worth of them 
when she moved from Wakefield to Nantwich 
in 2012. However, Nantwich embraced her 
and within months Audrey was known by 
many and became a friendly face herself. 

 

Those who got to know Audrey through Mothers' Union, WI, Seniors' 
Lounge, Soup Lunches and House Group will realise the value of what 
she did. While, to her frustration, she was no longer the Committee 
person organising, or washing-up, there was still the important role of 
being able and willing to talk to everyone and to offer friendship. It 
reaped its own rewards, didn't it? 
 

Friendships are even more difficult to make and maintain right now. 
However, I think it would be a lovely and fitting tribute to Audrey if you 
would have a friendly word with those who pass you by, and so make 
the world a brighter place.                           Sue Hutt (Audrey's daughter) 

 
 

RIP Jill Oakes 
(1941 - 22nd February 2021) 
 

A loving, friendly person, a super wife and a 
good Mum to Mandy and Sarah are some of 
the many tributes given in memory of Jill. 
She stayed local; moving from Wistaston to 
Willaston when she married John, but will 
be remembered widely. 
 

Jill's love of music brought her into contact 
with many people. She sang all her life. She was one of the first women 
invited to join Wistaston Church choir, a soprano then, an alto later. 
She and John were founders of the Wistaston Singers, where she was 
Secretary for many years and Curator of Music with John. 
 

Jill believed her mission in life was to be warm and welcoming. When 
stewarding at St. Mary's she would always ensure visitors and 
newcomers went away with a positive, friendly impression. She did 
much more: church cleaning, Sunday morning coffee rotas, shop duties 
and running stalls at events like the summer fayre. 

 

 



Charles Grant: Bible Passage 
 

Thank you to Jill Crawford for a reminder about an 
unpublished piece prepared for the Bible passage articles 

which used to appear in THIS MONTH. With a little 
updating a year later, it is now set out below. (Editor) 
 

The Bible passage Charles has chosen is 2 Peter 1: 5-8. 
 

"5 ... make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and 
to goodness knowledge; 6and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control 
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7and to godliness mutual 
affection; and to mutual affection, love. 8For if you possess these qualities 
in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and 
unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
 

It was a pleasure to talk to Charles and his wife Brenda, with two lovely 
dogs lying nearby. Charles was born in Shavington and educated at 
Haslington School followed by Crewe Grammar School. He started 
training for his employment in data processing and enjoyed a career in 
IT for 40 years. His work took him around this country and many parts 
of the world. He owned his own company for 27 years. Charles and 
Brenda were married in 1976 and have four children, two boys and two 
girls plus seven grandchildren. 
 

Charles was brought up as a Congregationalist and his involvement with 
St. Mary's began 11 years ago when Rachel, his eldest daughter wanted a 
church wedding. They both felt that they should have a greater 
involvement with the Church and attended St. Mary's prior to the 
wedding and have continued since then. Charles feels that his chosen 
Bible passage is a reminder of the qualities for which we should all strive. 
 

Charles's love of Nantwich and the surrounding area is very apparent, 
depicted in his various hobbies and other interests. His life following 
retirement has been very active. He is Vice Chairman of Crewe Alex 
Football Club in a very active capacity and a Trustee at Nantwich Town 
Football Club. He supports rugby union and both he and Brenda enjoy 
skiing, especially in the Swiss Alps. They are great animal lovers, having 
many pets over the years including dogs, cats and they keep chickens, 
which enjoy a free-range life. Charles and Brenda love walking in the 
Nantwich area and Charles has flown helicopters over the years - another 
way to appreciate lovely overhead views of the Cheshire countryside. 
 

Charles and Brenda are regular worshippers at the 10.45 Eucharist at St. 
Mary's, contributing a lot to Church and life within the local community. 
 

Jill Crawford 

 



Cross-questioning the Archbishop of Canterbury 
 

Since early in the first lockdown five planning barristers have been 
presenting a light-hearted review of the week's planning decisions/appeals 
on YouTube. There's usually also a Q&A session with a guest. It goes 
under the name of "Have We got Planning News for You" (HWGPNFY). 
 

At the end of February, Justin 
Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury 
was the guest, aligned with the 
publication of the 'Coming Home' 
report, which he and the 
Archbishop of York commissioned. 
It sets out vital actions for the 

Church, government, and other stakeholders to take, focussing on 

building better communities and more truly affordable homes – not just 
houses. www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/priorities/coming-home 
 

In responding to questions +Justin articulates that society understands 
the NHS vision but that there is no similar vision for housing. The Report 
sets out 5Ss for what housing should be: sustainable, safe, stable, 
sociable and satisfying. To these, +Justin adds that it is sacrificial, and 
must be strategic and solvable. He explains that by sacrificial he means 
that the Church would sacrifice part of its return from the sale or 
development of land, hopefully in partnership with local and central 
government and others. 
 

The Report advocates a more selfless approach to housing with the 
values of the 5Ss. +Justin shows these to resonate deeply in society, 
even with people of no faith, as well as being theologically sound (the 
Good Samaritan). At one point he says "Sorry to keep mentioning 
religion, but it is my job." 
 

+Justin is clear about the nature of the crisis - there are more people in 
poverty now than there were even in the 1960s time of Ken Loach's 
'Cathy Come Home' – a position exacerbated by the pandemic. Coming 
home is at the heart of the Bible and Christianity (the Prodigal Son), the 
Church is one of the largest landowners in the UK, so the Church should 
do something about this. The Report advocates a long-term strategy, 
focussing on those in greatest need, but also identifies some shorter-
term quick wins. 
 

If you want to watch the barristers questioning +Justin, the link is here 
(www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVPRhqdQcnM) and the interview starts 29 
minutes in. 

 



Online Services & Groups 
 

The Church is now closed to public worship, apart from occasional 

offices. The Sunday 9.30am service will be pre-recorded, and 

available on Facebook and YouTube. The Sunday 10.45am Holy 
Communion will be live-streamed on Facebook and YouTube. 
 

There are other groups and services online through the week which you 
are welcome to join: 
 

Monday  9.00am   Thought for the Week 
Contact  Sue Caunt  (suecaunt38@gmail.com or 628645) 
 

Wednesday  8.30am   Morning Prayer (on Zoom) 
Contact  Paul Wheeler (revdpaulwheeler@gmail.com) 
 

Wednesday  11.00am   Zoom Coffee Morning (on Zoom) 
Contact  David Taylor (canondavid12@btinternet.com) 
 

Wednesday  4.00pm   Family Catch Up (on Zoom) 
Contact  Susie Boxhall (susie@stmarysnantwich.org.uk) 
 

Thursday  10.30am   Little Fish online 
 

Thursday  7.30pm   Compline (on St. Mary's Facebook page) 
 

Friday  7.30pm   FNL online 
 

We will keep these arrangements under review and make adjustments 
as necessary. 
 

Holy Week and Easter Services 
 

For every evening of Holy Week, beginning with Palm Sunday (28th 
March), there will be an online service of Compline at 7.30pm. 
 

Good Friday 11.00am Churches Together in Nantwich service (online) 
 2.00pm St. Mary's Passion Reading & Music (on Zoom) 
 

Easter Day 6.00am Dawn Service & Holy Communion (in the well) 
 9.30am All Age Worship (live-streamed from church) 
 10.45am Holy Communion (live-streamed from church) 
 

Christian Issues Home Group 
 

The Christian Issues Home Group now meets twice a month on Mondays, 
7.30pm on Zoom. (Usually on the 2nd & 4th Monday of the month). 
Normally limited to 18 members, on Zoom we can now invite a few extra 
people into our discussions. Meetings start with a short introduction to a 



topic by a group member. Discussion then follows. Worship ends the 
meeting. Each term topics are suggested by group members and a 
programme is drawn up. Details from Rev. Gordon Roxby (619898). 
 

Readings for April 
 

4th April         Acts 10: 34-43 
(Easter Day)        John 20: 1-18 
 

11th April        Acts 4: 32-35 
(The 2nd Sunday of Easter)   John 20: 19-end 
 

18th April        Acts 3: 12-19 
(The 3rd Sunday of Easter)   Luke 24: 36b-48 
 

25th April        Acts 4: 5-12 
(The 4th Sunday of Easter)   John 10: 11-18 
 
 

From the Registers: February 2021 
 

Funerals 
May they rest in peace and joy 

 

4th Mary Atkinson (93) 
8th Joan Preston (92) 
11th John Brookshaw (82) 

12th Audrey Foster (97) 
16th Victoria West (67) 
24th Pamela Cook (87) 
 

 

Looking Ahead 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Contacts 
 

Rector:    Rev. Dr. Mark Hart 
markhart61@gmail.com     620668 
The Rectory, Nantwich CW5 5RQ 

Curate:    Rev. Paul Wheeler 
revdpaulwheeler@gmail.com   07711 889188 

Curate:    Rev. Vanessa Layfield 
vanessadlayfield@gmail.com   07984 318885 

Honorary Clergy: Rev. David Marsh    610079 
Rev. Gordon G Roxby  619898 
Rev. Brian Statham   07724 133215 
Rev. Canon David Taylor 618936 

Readers Emeriti: Sue Caunt      628645 
Herbert Rowsell    625641 
Dorothy Roxby     619898 

Readers:    Paul Ramsey     623093 
Alan Thompson    07745 448489 

Youth and Children's Worker: 
Susie Boxhall     07795 696234 
susie@stmarysnantwich.org.uk 

Churchwardens: Chris Harris      628393 
Pat Stalker      625381 

Verger:    Keith Harris      07790 796937 
Pastoral Worker: Mary Harris 

maryhma@icloud.com  628393 or 07753 840118 
 

Baptism Coordinator:     Jo McCauley   620745 
Christian Stewardship Recorder:  Margaret Winzer  623768 
Director of Music & SING!    Alison Phillips   07891 620678 
Gift Aid Secretary:      Keith Johnson   568551 
Parish Hall Manager:      Nigel Winzer   623768 

(Bookings via mah4now@yahoo.com) 
Parish Safeguarding Officer   Belinda Coghlan  568945 
PCC Secretary:       John Rivers 

pccsecretary@stmarysnantwich.org.uk 
PCC Treasurer:       Steve Lockett   628203 
 

Parish Office:  Gail Johnson & Miriam Harvey 
Church Walk, Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 5RG 
office@stmarysnantwich.org.uk   625268 
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